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Russell High School 
 

 
 

 
565 State Street 

Russell, KS  67665 
 
 Phone: 785-483-5631 
 Toll Free: 877-750-8091  
 Fax: 785-483-5636 

 
  

SCHOOL SONG 
 

"Stand Up and Cheer" 
 

Stand up and Cheer, 
Cheer Loud and long for dear old Russell 

For today we raise 
The Red and Blue above all others. 
The sturdy band now is fighting 

And we are sure to win this game. 
We've got the vim, 
We're going to win, 

For this is dear old Russell's day! 
Rah!  Rah!  Rah! 

ALMA MATER 
  

In the hallowed halls of Russell, 
Shines a brilliant ray 

Marching forward, ever onward 
Broncos lead the way, 

Ever faithful and triumphant 
Down the shining aisles 

Hail to thee our Alma Mater! 
Hail to Russell High! 

 
SCHOOL COLORS 

 
Cardinal Red and Royal Blue 
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RHS SCHOOL MAP 
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WEB SITES 
 
Russell High School ....................................................................................  www.usd407.org/usd407/russell high  
Unified School District 407 ............................................................................................................... www.usd407.org  
 

RUSSELL HIGH SCHOOL STAFF 2009-2010 
 

OFFICE 
 
Mr. Larry Bernard, Principal ....................................................................................................  lbernard@usd407.org 
Ms. Marcie Berens, Office Secretary ........................................................................................  mberens@usd407.org 
Mrs. Mary Boxberger, Principal Secretary ...................................................................... mboxberger@usd407.org  
Mr. Mark Paul, Activities Director...............................................................................................  mpaul@usd407.org 
Mr. David Zachman, Guidance Counselor ...................................................................... dazachman@usd407.org 
 

CERTIFIED 
 
Ms. Linda Applebee .......................................................................................................... Home Economics/English 
Mrs. Kim Pfanenstiel ......................................................................................................................... Special Education 
Mr. Bradley Banker ............................................................................................................................................ Business 
Mr. Patrick Barney  .............................................................................................................................................. German 
Miss Andrea Blehm .....................................................................................................................................................  Art 
Mrs. Christina Bourland .................................................................................................................. Speech/Language 
Mr. Nick Coady .................................................................................................................................................  Librarian 
Mrs. Renetta Dawson ....................................................................................................................  Instrumental Music 
Mrs. Jessie Deines .............................................................................................................................. Special Education 
Mr. Richard Dorzweiler .....................................................................................................................................  Spanish 
Miss Nicole Frohling ............................................................................................................................................  Science 
Mr. Wyatt Frohling .........................................................................................................................  Physical Education 
Mrs. Linda Hohman .............................................................................. Debate/Language Arts/Gifted Education 
Miss Christine Hollen ....................................................................................................................... Special Education 
Mr. Steve Kaufman ...............................................................................................................................................  Science 
Mr. David King .....................................................................................................................................................  Science 
Miss Nancy Lane .......................................................................................................................................  Social Studies 
Mr. Blaine Maier ......................................................................................................................................... Mathematics 
Mr. Chris Look .................................................................................................................................................  Industrial 
Mrs. Denise Parr .................................................................................................................................................. Business 
Mrs. Frieda Penrod ..................................................................................................................................... Mathematics  
Mrs. Genesis Ferch ............................................................................................................................................... English 
Mr. Daniel Rheingans ..............................................................................................................................  Social Studies 
Mr. Eli Schmidt ............................................................................................................................................ Mathematics 
Mrs. Cheryl Seirer .....................................................................................................................................  Social Studies  
Mr. Roger Sells ...................................................................................................................................  Tech Lab/Woods 
Ms. Cecilia Shumaker ............................................................................................. Special Education/Adaptive PE 
Mr. Jed Strnad ...........................................................................................................................  Vocational Agriculture 
Mr. Alex Underwood .................................................................................................................................. Vocal Music 
Mrs. Jane Wagner ...........................................................................................................................  English/Journalism 
Mrs. Mandy Windholz .............................................................................................................................. Mathematics 
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CLASS, CLUB, AND ORGANIZATION SPONSORS 
 
 
Senior Class ..................................................................................................................................................  Blaine Maier 
Junior Class ........................................................................................................... Mandy Windholz, Steve Kaufman 
Sophomore Class ................................................................................................................................... Nicole Frohling 
Freshman Class .............................................................................................................................................  Denise Parr 
Musical .................................................................................................................................................. Alex Underwood 
Debate.......................................................................................................................................................... Patrick Barney 
Drama .................................................................................................................................................... Alex Underwood 
Explorers ................................................................................................................................................. David Zachman 
FFA .....................................................................................................................................................................  Jed Strnad 
Kay Club ................................................................................................................................................. Audrey Parsons 
Key Club ....................................................................................................................................................... Jessie Deines 
Letterman's Club ...........................................................................................................................................  Denise Parr 
National Honor Society .........................................................................................................................  Linda Hohman 
Newspaper ...................................................................................................................................................  Jane Wagner 
Pep Club ......................................................................................................................................................................  TBA 
SADD .............................................................................................................................................................  Blaine Maier 
Scholar’s Bowl .............................................................................................................................................  Blaine Maier 
Science Olympiad ..................................................................................................................................  Steve Kaufman 
Student Council  .......................................................................................................................................  Marcie Berens 
Yearbook .......................................................................................................................................................  Jane Wagner 
  
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 
Any student that is caught cheating on any school assignment will receive a failing grade for that 
assignment.  The teacher may inform parents/guardian, counselor and administrators of anyone 
cheating.  Further incidents of cheating in the same class or different classes or in the same year or 
different years can result in suspension or long-term expulsion. 

 
ADULT AUTHORITY 

 
Adults at Russell High School have the authority to warn and correct students anywhere in the building, 
on the school grounds, or at school-sponsored functions.  Students are expected to show respect and 
cooperation to teachers who are dealing with problem situations. 

 
ANIMALS AND PLANTS IN SCHOOL 

 
Persons bringing animals and/or plants to school must receive prior permission from the supervising 
teacher and/or building principal. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
School announcements carry important messages concerning school schedules, activities, and functions.  
Any student wishing to have an announcement read must have a faculty member or administrator sign it 
and deliver it to the office by 7:50 a.m. on the morning that it is to be read or by 2:30 p.m. the afternoon 
the announcement is to be read.  Announcements must pertain to school business, and announcements 
by outside organizations are screened by the administration.   

 
BEHAVIOR 

 
The privilege to attend Russell High School carries with it the obligation of maintaining acceptable 
behavior.  School officials assume students are in school by choice and recognize their privilege to attend 
as long as they abide by the rules and regulations of the school.  Each student is responsible for his/her 
own actions, and should find satisfaction in attaining the standards, which are expected of him/her.  



62 

Rules, based on the principle of consideration for others, should also be of value to him/her as he 
formulates standards of conduct in his/her own personal life. 
 
BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 
 
It is impossible to list all of the behaviors, which are considered appropriate or inappropriate by students. 
Depending on the level of infraction, detentions or out-of school suspension (OSS) may be assigned for 
violations. 
   

1. Respect property and personal rights of others (students, teacher, or adults in the building). 
2. Being an upperclassman simply means that you are older than someone else.  It does not give 

you the right to abuse underclassmen, to expect them to treat you as an authority figure, or to 
expect them to do special favors for you.  Abuse of under classmen will not be tolerated. 

3. Fighting will not be tolerated. 
4. The principal will have the final say in the punishment for the above violations. 

 
BREATHALYZER/NEURODYSFUNCTION EYE TEST 

 
A Breathalyzer and/or Neurodysfunction Eye Test (N.E.T.S.) can be utilized at various school related 
activities, both on and off campus.  If indicators exist that a student is under the influence of chemical 
substance, notification of appropriate authorities and disciplinary measures will occur.  Students refusing 
to take the test will also be subject to suspension. All students and their guests attending school dances 
will be subject to a breathalyzer test prior to entry of the dance. Students refusing to take a breathalyzer 
prior to the entry of a dance will not be permitted to enter. 

 
CHARGING MEALS 

 
Charging Meals:  Each student/staff member is allowed to charge up to 5 meals on their lunch account.  
When the student/staff member has charged 5 meals, the ticket will be kept by the kitchen staff and will 
not be returned until payment is made and their account balance is once again in good standing.  If a 
ticket has been retained, a student/staff member will be required to pay for a meal prior to being served 
or bring a sack lunch from home.  
 
Russell High has a fully equipped cafeteria where students/staff may purchase all or part of their lunch, 
or where they may eat sack lunches brought from home.  Foods from outside vendors delivered to the 
student or brought in are not permitted in the lunchroom during lunch period.  Teachers may on a class 
to class basis, arrange for special lunches to be served or brought to the school. Students/staff will not be 
permitted through the lunch line unless they have their ticket, lunch money, or have made prior 
arrangements with the kitchen manager. Seniors may be excused for lunch providing they sign the 
correspondence information kept in the office. 
 

CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS 
 
1. Students with four units of credit are classified as Sophomores. 
2. Students with ten units of credit are classified as Juniors. 
3. Students with sixteen units of credit are classified as Seniors. 
 
Note: Classifications are made at the beginning of each school term in the fall. 
 

CLASS LOAD 
 
Students at Russell High School are required to be enrolled on a full time basis.  This means that students 
must be enrolled in eight (8) high school classes.  Exceptions to this policy may be fifth year seniors who 
only need one or two classes to graduate or students who are not able to attend a full day of classes for 
medical reasons.   
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CLASSROOM SUSPENSION 
 
Students suspended from a classroom will follow the below listed plan at the time of the classroom 
infraction: 
 

1. First time - serve detention in the office for the remainder of the class of suspension. 
2. Second time - detention in the office for the remainder of the class of suspension and a 45 minute 

detention.  
3. Third time – suspension from school for the remainder of the day of the class suspension 
4. Fourth time - one (1) day out-of-school suspension (inclusive of current day suspension) 
5. Fifth time - two (2) days out-of-school suspension  (inclusive of current day suspension) 
6. Sixth time - three (3) days out-of-school suspension (inclusive of current day suspension) 
7. Seventh time will bring about a conference with the student and the parent with the principal.  

Direction based upon the meeting outcome will be taken. 
 
Note:  The student will make contact to parent or legal guardian during each infraction.   
 

COLLEGE CREDIT IN HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Eligible students may enroll for college credit while completing high school requirements.  Enrollment in 
college courses requires the approval of the counselor and the administrator, and the student must meet 
the college's admittance requirements.  Courses taken for college credit will not replace high school 
courses needed for graduation except with the advanced approval of the principal and/or counselor. 

 
COLLEGE VISITATION 

 
Seniors and Juniors may arrange with the counselor to visit colleges or vocational schools during the 
year.  The visitation will be arranged and approved by the counselor.  Parents must approve any such 
visit.  Visits shall be limited to two (2) days per senior and one (1) day per junior. Additional days must 
be approved by the principal.  College visitation must be taken prior to the end of April.  
 

CREDIT RECOVERY COURSES 
 
Credit recovery course work may be counted toward graduation if the course is not offered in the regular 
RHS curriculum or if the course is being taken to make up for a previous failure.  The cost of credit 
recovery courses taken for the purpose of making up failures must be assumed by the student needing 
the courses.  These courses must be approved by the counselor and/or principal prior to the student 
enrolling in the course. 

 
CREDIT 

 
One-half credit is awarded for successful completion of one semester of class work.   
 

CREDIT FOR GRADUATION 
 
A student at Russell High School may not take classes at another school district for the purpose of 
obtaining credit towards graduation unless permission is obtained from the principal. All requests must 
be obtained in advance and will only be approved if the class is required to enable the student to 
maintain their graduation schedule. 
 

DROPPING A CLASS 
 
Under normal conditions, a student dropping a class voluntarily will be permitted to do so if the 
following conditions or understandings are follows: 
 

1. Permission from entry class teacher or at the beginning of a semester grading period.  
2. Available space in a class.  
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3. No partial credit of less than one semester (1/2 unit) will be granted.  
4. After five (5) school days, a class may not be dropped until the semester.  
5. The  high  school  principal  reserves  the right  to  deviate  from the above procedure  when  he 

determines that it  is in the best  interest of the school and/or the student. 
 

DRUG DOGS AND SEARCHES 
 
As has been the practice in the past, RHS will be bringing drug dogs into the high school building at 
different times throughout the course of the school year.  The dogs will also work the parking lots since 
they are located on school property. 

 
EARLY GRADUATION 

 
Students planning to graduate early must file a “Request to Graduate Early,” which involves careful 
scrutiny by the student, parents, counselor, and principal.  This must be completed by the start of the 
semester prior to intended graduation.  No student shall be allowed to graduate prior to the completion 
of the seventh semester of high school.  Students who are approved for early graduation may participate 
in graduation ceremonies but are not eligible for second semester activities, events, and or scholarship 
applications/awards, top ten recognition, salutatorian or valedictorian awards at graduation.  In short, 
when a student graduates in December, they have officially ended their high school career.  
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 
Russell High School possesses the requirements to be classified as a member of the Kansas State High 
School Activities Association.  This means that in state sponsored activities RHS competes with schools of 
similar size in academic competitions, athletics, and other inter-school competitions. 
 
Russell High School is also a member of the North Central Activities Association, a league composed of 
North Central Kansas schools. To compete in inter-school competitions or to participate in other 
extracurricular activities, Russell High School's students must each maintain certain eligibility standards 
set by the Kansas State High School Activities Association, North Central Activities Association, the 
Unified School District No. 407 Board of Education, and Russell High School. 
 
The following eligibility requirements apply to all RHS students for extra-curricular competition. 

1. Good standing: Students not considered to be in good standing (as determined by the building 
principal or his representative) are not eligible.  

2. Daily attendance eligibility:  Students must be checked into class by the start of 3rd period to be 
eligible to participate in school sponsored activities, unless prior arrangements have been made 
with the principal.  School sponsored events are considered attendance at school. 

3. Weekly eligibility: Students must be enrolled in at least 8 subjects of unit weight and have no 
more than one failing grade (F). Weekly grade eligibility will be determined on every Monday.  If 
a student does not meet grade requirements, he/she will have until the following Monday to 
meet the grade requirements (The student will be on probation).  If, on the following Monday, 
minimum grade requirements are not met, the student becomes ineligible to participate on a 
week-by-week basis.  The student will become eligible when his/her grades meet the 
requirements on the next weekly grade check.    

4. Semester eligibility:  A student must have passed five (5) courses the previous semester. A 
student who is ineligible based on semester grades cannot regain eligibility during the following 
semester.  

 
In addition to the requirements already listed, the athletes competing for Russell High School must also 
meet the following requirements: 
 

1. Each athlete shall have passed an adequate physical examination given by a physician and have 
the written consent of the parents or legal guardians before they will be allowed to participate in 
any practice or competition. 
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2. A student is limited to eight (8) semesters of eligibility in grades nine through twelve.  If a 
student does not participate or is ineligible due to transfer, scholarship, etc., the semester(s) 
during that period shall be counted toward the total number of semesters possible. 

3. Students may not be nineteen (19) years of age on or before September 1 of the school year in 
which they compete. 

4. Students may not engage in outside competition in the same sport during a season in which they 
are representing their school. 

5. Students may not participate in training sessions or tryouts held by colleges or other outside 
agencies or organizations in the same sport while a member of a school athletic team. 

6. Students are not eligible for more than four seasons in one sport in a four-year high school. 
7. Students may not compete under a false name or for money or merchandise of intrinsic value. 
8. The use of undue influence by any person to secure or retain a student shall create ineligibility. 
9. Students may not join any fraternity or other organization prohibited by law or by the rules of the 

KSHSAA. 
 

FEES 
 
Students at Russell High School are charged a textbook rental, $2 student council fee, and $10.00 class due 
fee.  Charges will be assessed for damage to books checked out to the students.  Some classes will also 
cost students extra because of projects, which the students build in class. 

 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

 
Russell High School will accept one student from each exchange program each year.  A maximum of four 
exchange students will be accepted annually.  Only students who plan to stay both semesters of the 
school year will be accepted.  Students will be enrolled as 10th graders. Exchange students will not be 
allowed to graduate or participate in graduation ceremonies.  

 
GRADE REPORTING 

 
Russell High School will post individual student grade performances on the internet via the school web 
site link of Power School.  Russell High School will not send home hard copies of these grade 
performances unless a parent submits in writing a request to the counselor.  Parents and students are 
encouraged to check this website link for grade information and student performance status. 
 

HOME-SCHOOLED STUDENTS 
 

Home-schooled students are permitted to enroll at RHS as part-time students. Part-time students enrolled 
in classes that involve Kansas State High School Activities Association (KSHSAA) events must meet 
KSHSAA regulations. Part-time students who want to participate in extra curricular events must meet 
KSHSAA regulations. 

 
IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (ISS) 

 
Work completed during this time will count a maximum of 80%.  Depending on the infraction, students 
may participate in practice while they are serving in-school suspension times.  Students will not 
participate in game settings during the time of in-school suspension times. 
 

INDEPENDENT STUDY GRADES 
 
RHS students with an IEP or administrative approval may enroll in a correspondence class as an 
independent study (IS) class.  Students will not be granted an IS seminar to make up for failed course 
work. 
 
Students enrolled in semester or .5 credit courses will be given nine weeks grades by the counselor based 
on the average scores of finished tests and assignments.  The final grade provided by the correspondence 
school will be the semester grade. 
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Full year or 1.0 credit courses will be given nine weeks grades and first semester grades by the counselor 
based on the average scores of finished tests and assignments.  The final grade provided by the 
correspondence school will be the semester grade. 

 
LANGUAGE 

 
At school and at school sponsored activities, students are expected to use language that is not offensive to 
others.  Profanity directed at a teacher or other adults will result in OSS.  Profanity used in the building 
not directed at a teacher will result in detention or levels of ISS and OSS. 

 
LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS 

 
Students leaving school grounds during school hours must get approval from the office and check out of 
the office prior to leaving.  When the student(s) return, reporting back to the office must be completed 
before returning to class. Failure to comply will result in a two-day in-school suspension with the first 
infraction. Other infractions will result in two-day out-of-school suspension for each infraction. 

 
OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (OSS) 

 
Students serving out-of-school suspension can make up the work for credit and students cannot 
participate in any school activities during their suspension time.  Work that is submitted by the student 
for credit will count only a maximum of 70%. 
 

PARKING 
 
Students are allowed to drive their vehicles to school and to park in the school parking lots without 
charge.  Students in violations of these policies are subject to suspension of parking privileges on school 
property.  Students who drive their vehicles to school need to be aware of the following rules: 
 

1. No cars shall be parked on State Street (the street in front of the high school) at any time. 
2. Freshmen, sophomores and juniors will park their vehicle in the west parking lot.  Seniors will 

park their vehicles in the southeast parking lot. 
3. No student's car is to be parked in the circular drive in front of the high school or in the parking 

stalls east of the gymnasium. 
4. The school does not assume any responsibility for any damage done to the individually owned 

vehicles in the parking lot or shop areas. 
5. Students who fail to abide by the rules governing parking on school property will lose the 

privilege of using the school's parking facilities. 
6. Vehicles illegally or improperly parked on school property are subject to tow away at the owner’s 

expense and students will be subject to loss of parking privileges.  
7. All vehicles parked on school property are subject to search by the school administration at any 

time. 
8. All student vehicles parked on school property must display a current RHS sticker provided by 

the school. This will be located in the front window in the lower left side. 
9. Drivers of vehicles parked on school grounds, when in operation, if they display excessive speed 

and inappropriate driving, will lose parking privileges.   
 

PEP CLUB 
 
Any student may become a member of the Pep Club.  Russell High School has a very active Pep Club, 
which supports all aspects of the academic and extracurricular activities of the students.  Students are 
encouraged to join this organization and become active in supporting their fellow students' efforts. 
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PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
 
Students will not be permitted to remain in class or at school-sponsored functions in attire that draws 
such attention to them that it disrupts general decorum, interferes with the intended function of the 
school or school activity, or creates potential health or safety hazards. Below are the guidelines for 
students to help them avoid attire that interferes with the learning environment.  
 
Infractions of this policy will result in the following: 
       1.  First infraction will result in correction of appearance. 
       2.  Second infraction will result in 30 minute detention. 
       3.  Third infraction will result in one (1) hour detention. 
       4.  Fourth infraction will result in one (1) day ISS. 
       5.  Fifth infraction will result in one (1) day OSS. 
       6.  Sixth infraction will result in a conference with the parents, student, and administration. 
 
 Examples include, but are not limited to the following: 
Clothing that is revealing or is suggestive may not be worn.  Appropriate lengths for shorts, skirts and 
dresses will be determined by the building administration.  No midriffs, tube tops, backless shirts, or 
raglan (large–arm-hole) t-shirts are to be worn. 

1. Head gear may not be worn in the building.  Hats, caps, and hairnets will not be permitted.  
Sunglasses and dark glasses, unless prescription, are considered inappropriate attire. 

2. Gang related attire such as “colors” or bandannas and clothing with vulgar, profane, obscene or 
derogatory messages, or messages concerning illegal substances or alcohol. 

3. Extreme hairstyles and/or color will not be permitted.  Decisions concerning these matters will 
be at the discretion of the building administrators. 

4. Billfold chains, decorative chains, or chains in general that are attached to jeans, shorts and shirts 
will not be allowed.  Any visible chain will be confiscated by the principal; parents will be 
allowed to pick up these items confiscated by the principal. 

5. Jewelry, which is disruptive, is unacceptable.  Pierced ears and small nose-studs will be the only 
visible body piercing allowed.  

6. House slippers are unacceptable as shoe wear. 
7. Long coats (such as “dusters” but not limited to), baggy sweat shirts, or other big and baggy type 

coats are not permitted. 
8. Jeans or pants worn by students that are worn below hip level so that under clothing shows is not 

permitted. 
9. School administration can name other items of personal appearance inappropriate that are not 

listed. 
 

THE PONY EXPRESS 
 
The Russell High School newspaper, The Pony Express, will be distributed quarterly during the school 
year.  The newspaper is written and edited by students of the Journalism class.  Students must be juniors 
or seniors. 

 
POSTER REGULATIONS 

 
All posters will have their origin through some activity being sponsored by a school organization.  
Posters are not to be hung on lockers.  
 

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION (PDA) 
 
The display of affection between and among human beings is normal and healthy.  Public display of 
affection, however, must be tempered with some modesty.  Russell High School is a public place so 
please limit your display of affection for each other to holding hands while in the building or on the 
grounds.  No hugging, kissing or other passionate displays of affection are allowed.  Students not in 
compliance with these procedures will receive detention or OSS. 
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THE ROUNDUP  
 
The RHS yearbook, The Roundup, is published by the journalism class under the supervision of the 
journalism instructor.  The editor, business manager, and assistants are selected at the beginning of the 
school year. Students have the opportunity to take Journalism as a school subject. 

 
SCHOOL DANCES 

 
Participation in school dances is open only to present high school students and their guests.  All students 
and their guests will be subject to a breathalyzer test prior to the entry of the dance.  Students refusing to 
take a breathalyzer prior to the entry of a dance will not be permitted to enter.  Students and their guests 
are subject to the breathalyzer test at any time during the dance sponsors deem necessary.  The doors will 
remain open for a designated period of time (usually 30 minutes) after the scheduled starting time of the 
dance.  School dances will end at 11:30 p.m. and the Junior-Senior Prom dance will end at 11:00 p.m. No 
student may leave the dance and return.  Guests at dances must have prior approval through the office.  
Students wishing to bring a guest must obtain a guest request form.  The guest request form must be 
filled out, signed by the student's parents, and returned to the office no later than 3:30 p.m. on the day of 
the function.  If the dance is scheduled on a weekend, the request must be brought to the office by 3:30 
the day prior to the dance.  Any Russell High School student attending a dance must be in compliance 
with the RHS Eligibility Policy. Guests attending the dance must be a graduate of RHS, graduate of 
another high school, or currently attending another high school.  Learning Centers of any type, accredited 
or not are not accepted as proof of enrollment in a facility.  No junior high students will be allowed to 
attend high school dances.  

 
SEMESTER TEST POLICY 

 
All teachers will be giving semester tests to the students enrolled in their respective classes.  Semester 
tests will be given at the end of the semester during a time period set by the principal and teachers.  In 
order for the student to obtain credit for the semester in a class, the student must complete the semester 
test for that class (providing they are scheduled to take the semester test).  If a student fails to take a 
scheduled semester test they will lose credit for that class.  Students tardy to a semester test will be 
allowed to take the test and receive credit of the semester. 
 
Students may be exempt from these tests if the student has met the following criteria: 
 

1. Students with an A average in the class and 4 days or less absent in the class in the semester. 
2. Students with a B average in the class and 3 days or less absent in the class in the semester. 
3. Students with a C average in the class and 2 days or less absent in the class in the semester. 
4. Students with a D average in the class and 1 day or less absent in the class in the semester. 
5. Students with Perfect attendance in the class in the semester. 

 
Notes: 
 

1. Students will be allowed 5 additional single session absences in seminar. With the 6th absence 
during seminar, students will be required to take all semester tests. 

2. Students exempt from semester tests do not have to attend school during the time the semester 
test is given. 

3. An absence is an absence and will be recorded as such.  When a parent excuses a student to 
attend a funeral, that absence will not be calculated in the attendance formula. 

4. A student absent from a class to do OSS will be counted as absent when figuring calculations for 
semester tests, ISS will not be counted. 

5. School related absences do not count against students when figuring calculations for semester 
tests. 

6. A student with four or more unexcused tardies in a certain class will take semester tests for that 
certain class. 

7. Students must be present at least 60 minutes for each class in order to be counted present. 
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SENIOR GRADUATION GOWNS 
 
The Board of Education of purchases graduation gowns for the district's candidates for graduation.  
Seniors are measured for graduation caps and gowns at school, and the commercial company, which is 
selected to provide the attire, delivers them to school approximately a week prior to Commencement. 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
 
The Student Council consists of members elected as representatives from each of the four classes.  The 
president, vice-president, secretary-treasurer, and elections commissioner are elected at a student election 
near the close of the school term and assume office at the beginning of the next school term.  
Representatives are elected by their class at the end of the school year. The purposes of the Student 
Council are: to create better understanding and cooperation between students and faculty, to further 
good sportsmanship, and to promote the general welfare of the school.  The STUCO sponsors various 
projects throughout the school year.  The Student Council will hold a regular meeting every week.  A 
cabinet meeting will be held every week.  The time and date will be determined each year at the 
beginning of the school year.  A two dollar ($2.00) Student Council fee is charged to each student upon 
enrollment at Russell High School. 

 
TARDY POLICY 

 
A record of the student’s tardies will accumulate for as long as the class meets. Students will make up the 
assigned tardy times at the time the teacher indicates. When a student is sent to the office for failure to 
make up detention time, that time will be doubled. Failure to make up tardy time in the office will 
constitute one day OSS. 

 
TEXTBOOKS – SCHOOL PROPERTY 

 
Textbooks are rented to students.  Books remain the property of USD 407 and must be paid for in the 
event they are misplaced or destroyed.  Teachers will record each book checked out to a student so costs 
can be prorated on the basis of use or returned to the proper students if books are found. 

 
 

 
 




