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A child riding a bicycle should know the Bicycle Safety Rules.  Riders must observe the following rules: 
 
1. Children are to walk their bicycles on the school grounds and at all intersections and crossing lanes 

adjoining the school grounds. 
2. One person to a bike unless the bike is specifically made for more than one. 
3. The bicycle will be in good working condition. 
4. Bicycle riders will use hand signals. 
5. Bicycle riders will observe all traffic rules. 
6. Bicycle riders will ride single file. 
 
It is very important for children riding bicycles to wear safety helmets! 
 
Children who fail to comply with these rules may be denied permission to ride to school on their bicycles. 
 

DISCIPLINE 
 
Good discipline is essential in promoting an atmosphere conducive to learning.  Discipline is a 
responsibility shared by the student, the school staff and the parent.  When a student is having a problem, 
the teacher may conference with the student or parent, use classroom disciplinary procedures or refer the 
situation directly to the principal. 
 

DISCIPLINE ACTION PLAN 
 
It is the right of every student to attend school in a safe and orderly environment.  Students who fail to 
comply with the school rules will face consequences for their actions. 
 
The principal and the teachers will discuss the Bickerdyke School Safety Policies with all the students.  
This plan, created by the Bickerdyke teachers and principal, has been implemented to aid the teachers in 
carrying out these policies in a uniform and fair manner throughout the school. Some of the major 
components are: 
 
Entering School: 

All students will use the south and east doorways. 
 
Leaving School: 

Third grade students will use the west doorway.  Fourth and fifth grade students will use the south 
doorway.  Bus students will exit the east doorway. 

 
Bicycle Safety: 

• Walk bikes on the sidewalk. 
• Park bikes in the bike rack. 
• Ride on the right side of the street. 

 
Other General Rules: 

• Do not bring toys to school unless permission is given by the teacher. 
• Walk on the sidewalk. 
• Do not deface school property. 
 

Infractions for immediate referral to the office: 
• Insubordination, 
• Physical harm to others, 
• Disrespectful and/or disrespectful language, 
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• Academic negligence, or 
• Destruction of school property 
 

When a student is sent to the office the following steps may be taken: 
• For the first office visit, the student’s parents will be called and the student will remain before or 

after school for 30 minutes. 
• On the second visit, the student’s parents will be called again and the student will remain before 

or after school for 1 hour. 
• The third office visit will consist of a meeting with the principal, parents and student, and In-

School Suspension (ISS) may be decided upon at that time. 
• After the fourth office visit, a meeting with the principal, parents and student will occur, and 

Out-Of-School Suspension (OSS) may be decided upon at that time.   
 

ELEMENTARY PTO 
 
The Bickerdyke and Simpson Parent-Teacher Organizations (PTO’s) are combined into one organization 
and meet monthly during the school year. Parents are invited to join and be actively involved in 
supporting the programs and activities of Bickerdyke and Simpson Elementary Schools. The school 
newsletter will keep everyone informed regarding the date, time and location of each meeting.  
 

FOOD AND DRINK 
 
No food items should be brought into the building other than the student’s regular lunches brought from 
home.  The chewing of gum by students is prohibited in the building, including the cafeteria unless 
approved by the principal and classroom teacher.  Snacks, casual foods, soft drinks or any other type of 
beverages should not be eaten during school hours.  Students are discouraged from bringing any of these 
items into the building. 
 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 
 
One of the most significant education trends today is the need for independent study and research.  To 
fill this need, we use the concept of a Library Media Center.  This approach gives us a flexible schedule of 
library operation with the services of a part-time librarian and library secretary.  Library books are the 
responsibility of those checking them out.  If the book is lost, badly damaged, or destroyed, it is to be paid 
for by the borrower. 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
 
Your child’s academic progress may be accessed any time by logging on to PowerSchool.  Confidential 
user names and passwords will be sent home to parents at the beginning of each school year.  Parental 
conferences may be scheduled as needed, and are expected or encouraged for those students who are 
having academic difficulty. 
 

TELEPHONES 
 
The office phones are to be used only in emergencies.  Incoming calls for students will be handled by 
office personnel, and students will not be called from classes to take calls unless it is necessary. 
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RUPPENTHAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

 
 
 

 
 

400 N. Elm 
Russell, KS  67665 

 
 Phone: 785-483-3174 
 Toll Free:   1-877-825-9428 
 Fax:   785-483-5386 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCHOOL COLORS 
 

Red and Blue 

 
 
 

SCHOOL MASCOT 
 

Bronco 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The mission of RMS is to introduce all students to a broad spectrum of academics and activities and to provide a 
stimulating positive and appropriate learning environment.  Our goal is also to recognize the individuality of each 
student and inspire them to develop their talents to their fullest potential, to encourage their growth in learning, to 
foster their self-esteem and prepare students to become life-long learners. 
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RUPPENTHAL MIDDLE SCHOOL STAFF 
 

2011 - 2012 
 

 
OFFICE 

 
Mr. Gaylon Walter, Principal .................................................................................................  gwalter@usd407.org 
Mrs. Cheryl Froetschner  ............................................................................................................ Principal Secretary 
 

CERTIFIED 
 
Mrs. Cindy Balthazor  ...........................................................................................................................................  Art 
Mr. Jim Balthazor ............................................................................................................................................  Science 
Mrs. Laurie Barney ......................................................................................................................  Special Education 
Mr. Nick Coady ............................................................................................................................................ Librarian 
Mrs. Renetta Dawson ................................................................................................................ Instrumental Music 
Miss Haley Krehbiel ....................................................................................................................  Special Education 
Mrs. Kelly Leiker......................................................................................................... Speech/Language Therapist 
Mr. Chris Look  ........................................................................................................................................ Technology 
Mrs. Holly Lueth  ........................................................................................................................................ Counselor 
Mr. Blaine Maier ................................................................................................................................................. Math 
Mrs. Renelle Mooney  .............................................................................................................................. Computers 
Mr. Jason Ney .............................................................................................................................  Physical Education 
Mrs. Margo Ochs  ............................................................................................................................................... Math 
Mrs. Carrie Paul .................................................................................................................................... Social Studies 
Mr. Mark Paul  .............................................................................................................................. Activities Director 
Mrs. Angela Peeler..........................................................................................................................................  Science 
Mrs. Lisa Plante  .................................................................................................................................. Language Arts 
Mr. Alex Underwood ............................................................................................................................. Vocal Music 
Mrs. Nancy Underwood .............................................................................................................  Special Education 
Mrs. Margaret Walter ......................................................................................................................... Language Arts 
Mr. Dwight Windle .............................................................................................................................. Social Studies 
 

SPONSORS 
 

Cindy Balthazor  ........................................................................................................................................ Quiz Bowl 
Cindy Balthazor  ..................................................................................................................  Newspaper/Yearbook 
Jim Balthazor  ......................................................................................................... Science Fair/Science Olympiad 
Nick Coady .............................................................................................................................................. Spelling Bee 
Holly Lueth  .............................................................................................................................................  Honor Club 
Carrie Paul  ...................................................................................................................................................... STUCO 
Carrie Paul  ......................................................................................................................................... Geography Bee 
Lisa Schroeder ........................................................................................................................................ Cheerleaders  
Alex Underwood  .............................................................................................................................................. Music 
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RUPPENTHAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 
2011 – 2012 SUPPLY LIST  

 
SIXTH GRADE 
 

 1 pkg. - #2 pencils 
 1/4” graph paper 
 2” 3-ring heavy duty binder 
 1 pkg. - dry erase markers 
 1 dry eraser 
 1 pkg. - highlighters 
 2 pocket folder 
 8 tab 3 ring dividers – 1 pkg. 
 colored pencils 
 red pens 
 eraser 

 glue sticks 
 pens - black or blue 
 ruler (metric) 
 scissors 
 washable colored markers 
 wide ruled notebook paper 
 3-4 boxes - kleenex 
 compass 
 protractor (see through) 
 pencil bag 
 composition books (7 ½ x 9 ¾) 

 
 
SEVENTH GRADE 
 

 #2 pencils 
 1/4” graph paper 
 2” 3-ring heavy duty binder 
 2” 3-ring binder (World & Kansas History) 
 2 pocket folder 
 8 tab 3-ring dividers – 1 pkg. 
 calculator - simple 4 function (Math) 
 colored pencils 
 dry erase marker 
 dry eraser 
 eraser 
 glue sticks 

 1 pkg. highlighters 
 pens - black or blue 
 pens – 2 red 
 ruler (metric) 
 scissors 
 washable colored markers 
 wide ruled notebook paper 
 3-4 boxes - kleenex 
 composition books 7 ½ x 9 ¾ (Science) 
 compass 
 protractor (see through) 
 pencil bag 

 
 
EIGHTH GRADE 
 

 1 pkg. - #2 pencils 
 1/4” graph paper 
 2 - 2” 3-ring heavy duty binder 
 8 tab 3-ring dividers – 1 pkg. 
 5 tab 3 ring dividers – 1 pkg. (Social Studies) 
 calculator (TI-30) 
 colored pencils 
 dry erase marker and  
 dry eraser 
 eraser 
 glue sticks 
 highlighters 

 pens - black or blue 
 pens – 2 red 
 ruler (cm & inch scale) 
 scissors 
 two ring pencil/pen bag 
 washable colored markers 
 wide ruled notebook paper 
 3-4 boxes - kleenex 
 composition books 7 ½ x 9 ¾ (Science) 
 compass 
 protractor (see through) 
 pencil bag 

 
 
ALL GRADES: 
 
P.E.: Clean gym shoes, clean socks, towel, deodorant and any personal items they may need. Hoodless sweatshirt, & 
sweatpants are optional items possibly necessary when classes meet outside. 
 
MUSIC/BAND:  Any student enrolled in band must purchase a RMS t-shirt. They will be on sale during enrollment 
and the first two weeks of school.
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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
 
Cheating, stealing, or taking answers or data from others, plagiarizing, and all other forms of academic   
dishonesty are prohibited. It is unacceptable to copy something out of a book, newspaper, journal or any 
other printed source. By definition, plagiarism is to steal or pass off the ideas or words of another as one’s 
own. Any student caught cheating on any school assignment will receive a failing grade for that 
assignment. Incidents of cheating in the same class or different classes can result in suspension or long-
term expulsion. 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 
It is the responsibility of each student as a member of our school to learn and obey its policies and 
regulations. These policies are enforced to provide the most desirable educational environment and to 
protect you. Policies are designed for the good of the school and all students; therefore, please do not ask 
that exceptions be made. Remember that teachers are employed to aid and help students in all areas of 
educational, social and emotional development. Please feel free to contact them in the settlement of your 
problems. You shall always remember to address or refer to your teachers as “Mr.”, “Mrs.”, “Miss” or 
“Ms.” Disrespect towards any school employee will not be tolerated. 

 
ACTIVITIES AND ASSEMBLIES 

 
Several assemblies and pep rallies will be held during the year. These functions are treated the same as a 
class period and attendance is compulsory unless the student is a member of a religious group whose 
doctrine forbids such activities. A student must make their wishes known to the principal who will 
provide an area for an alternate learning experience.  
 
The real character of the school is shown through the behavior of the student body. Applause of the right 
kind and at the right time is not only welcome, but also encouraged. Whistling applause should never 
occur. Students should be considerate of persons who appear on the program.  
 

AFTER SCHOOL PICKUP 
 
The north side of the school building (gymnasium) is designated for bus students only. Parents should 
arrange to pick their child up after school using the front entrance (east) for 7th & 8th grade students and 
the west entrance for picking up 6th grade students.  

 
AGENDA BOOK 

 
Ruppenthal Middle School students will receive an agenda book for the entire year in which they will 
record their daily assignments.  The agenda book is an effort to help students focus upon the importance 
of having assignments complete and in on time. This focus will assure a greater effort toward the growth 
and success of each student.  The agenda book should become a daily tool for the student to use and 
share school information with their parents.  Student agenda books will be checked daily during Encore 
period by the teacher for completion. 

 
A.M. STUDY TIME 

 
Students, who desire help from a teacher before school, may see a teacher with office clearance at 7:45 
a.m.  
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ATHLETICS 
 
Ruppenthal Middle School students in the 7th and 8th grade may participate in four interscholastic 
programs during the year. Fall sports are football and volleyball. Winter and spring sports are basketball,  
wrestling, and track. As an athlete, you are representing your school, community, and yourself and 
therefore will be held to a high standard of ethics and achievement. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 
ABSENCES/ATTENDANCE 
 
Absences from school shall be recorded on each student’s attendance record and maintained in the school 
office. The attendance record shall indicate if the absence is excused or unexcused. In order to attend any 
school sponsored event the student must be in attendance at school for the full day.    
 
Parents/guardians are required to telephone the school (483-3174) at the beginning of ANY absence 
before 8:00 a.m. and inform the school personnel of the reason for and the anticipated length of the 
absence. If a telephone call is not provided the absence shall be listed as UNEXCUSED and may subject 
the student to disciplinary action and denial of makeup work. Any student leaving the building for 
doctor’s appointments, etc. must be physically checked out of the office by the parent/guardian. Students 
must be present two-thirds (2/3) of each class period to be counted present.  
 
School attendance is required by state law, and unexcused absences of three or more consecutive days or 
a total of five days in any one semester or seven days in a school year or excessive excused absences 
without a doctor’s note shall be reported to the juvenile court in the child’s home county, as required by 
Kansas statute. Truancy will require disciplinary action, which may include suspension. Explanation of 
absences shall be accepted only from a parent or legal guardian, or other authority designated in writing. 
 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
In vocal and instrumental music, students are expected to attend all concerts. (Music concerts are an 
integral part of the music program and attendance is required.) 
 
TARDY POLICY 
 
Because punctuality is one aspect of self-discipline, and in an attempt to fully maximize time for learning, 
students should be ready to actively participate at the starting bell. Tardiness due to late bus, conferences, 
or emergencies will be excused per notification from parent/guardian, teacher or bus driver. Other 
tardies are not excused and will require disciplinary action by the teacher and/or principal. Unexcused 
tardies per class will result in progressive disciplinary action.  
 
TRUANCY 
 
Unauthorized absences from school are considered truancy and will be treated as such. An unauthorized 
absence is one in which neither the school nor parent had knowledge of nor had given permission prior 
to the absence. Phone calls from the parents should be received before 8:00 a.m. when parents are aware 
of their child’s absence. Leaving the middle school without obtaining permission from the proper 
authority and checking out in the middle school office is considered truancy. This includes being absent 
from any class or activity for which the student is scheduled to attend or from the area designated for the 
student before or at lunch. Students are not to leave the school ground after arriving at the middle school 
in the morning.  
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION OF STUDENTS 
 

RMS awards and recognizes students for numerous reasons, including academic achievement, 
citizenship, reading, special achievement, attendance and others. One example of student recognition is 
the Bronco Pride Grade Program. Students have the opportunity to earn one of three cards (Gold, Blue, or 
Red) based on the following criteria:  Grade Point Average, Behavior, Attendance, and Passing all 
Classes. Students receiving these cards are rewarded with lunch privileges, ala carte privileges, and the 
opportunity to be included in the prize drawing at the end of the quarter. 

 
BELL SCHEDULE  

  
 7:45 Teacher's are available for academic assistance 
 7:55 First Bell 
 8:00-8:52 First Period     
 8:56-9:48 Second Period  
      9:52-10:44 Third Period  
 10:48-11:40 Fourth Period 
 11:40-12:42 Lunch 
 12:46-1:38 Fifth Period 
 1:42-2:34 Sixth Period  
                                   2:38-3:30  Seventh Period 
     3:30-3:45 Teachers are available for academic assistance 
 4:00 Detention time ends & building cleared of students 
 

BICYCLES/SKATEBOARDS 
 

Students riding bicycles to school will park them in the racks provided at the southeast corner of the 
school when first arriving at school. The rules of traffic safety are to be observed by riders at all times, 
and bicycles must not be used to strike or otherwise annoy other students. Bikes shall remain parked 
until school is dismissed.  It is advised that pupils secure their bike to the rack with a lock and helmets 
should be stored in their locker.  For many reasons, a bicycle is to be ridden only by the owner. Violators 
will have their bicycle privileges suspended or revoked, and may face additional punishment. 
 
SKATE BOARDS ARE NOT PERMITTED AT SCHOOL, SCHOOL SPONSORED ACTIVITIES, OR ON 
SCHOOL BUSES. 
 

BOOK BAGS/BACK PACKS/ DUFFLE BAGS/PURSES  
 
Book bags, back packs, duffle bags, purses, etc. may not be carried from class to class. These items may be 
used to transport books to and from school but must remain in the locker once in school. 
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CONDUCT CODE 
 

In our American system of education, the learning to control one’s self so as not to infringe upon the 
rights of others is of equal importance to academic achievement. A hallmark of educational growth and 
maturity is the ability to abide by the established rules, or to seek reasonable change through proper and 
responsible action within the structure of our society. In an effort to establish order and to develop 
student self-discipline, the following general School Wide Expectations and Classroom Rules & 
Procedures are in place: 
 
SCHOOL WIDE EXPECTATIONS 
 

• Be respectful 
• Actively participate 
• Be responsible 

 
CLASSROOM RULES & PROCEDURES 
 

• Ready to actively participate at the starting bell. 
• Have all materials and assignments required for class. 
• Complete agenda hourly. 
• Actively participate until teacher dismisses class. 

 
Appropriate and courteous behavior is expected of all students at all times and in all places. While no 
attempt will be made to list every specific type of unacceptable behavior, some areas do deserve mention, 
as they may result in immediate disciplinary action: 

 
1. Repeated noncompliance of school rules 
2. Failure to comply with reasonable 

request (willful disobedience) 
3. Disruptive conduct 
4. Extortion 
5. Fighting 
6. Intimidation 
7. Obscenity 
8. Profanity (written, verbal, gesture) 
9. Stealing 
 

10. Excessive tardiness 
11. Open defiance (insubordination) 
12. Truancy 
13. Disrespect 
14. Gambling 
15. Invasion of the rights of others 
16. Throwing snowballs, rocks, sticks, etc. 
17. Non compliance with bus rules 
18. Bullying 
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DISCIPLINE 
 

RUPPENTHAL MIDDLE SCHOOL DISCIPLINE MATRIX 

INFRACTIONS  FIRST OFFENSE  SECOND OFFENSE  THIRD OFFENSE 

ACADEMIC 
DISHONESTY 

Failure of assignment and 
parent notification, ODR 

Failure of assignment, parent 
conference and ISS, ODR 

OSS or long‐term suspension, 
ODR 

ATTENDANCE  Office procedures     

BULLYING  Minimum of a 30 minute 
detention & letter home to 

parents 

Minimum of a 60 minute 
detention & conference with 

parents 

Law enforcement notified  

CELL PHONES / 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Device will be taken away.  
Parent/guardians must come to 
school to get the device after 

3:30 p.m. 

In‐school suspension (ISS) the 
next school day and lose all 
cell phone privileges at 
school for 3 school days 

OSS for the next full school 
day. Loss of all cell phone 

privileges for the remainder of 
the year. Continued violations 

could lead to long‐term 
suspension. 

CLASS MATERIAL:  
STARTS OVER PER 

CLASS / PER TEACHER 
WEEKLY 

Student will use a ticket for a 
trip to their locker or serve 15 
minutes after school detention.   

30 minutes after school  30 minutes after school with 
parent notification 

DEFIANCE 
INSUBORDINATION 

Parent notification, ODR with 
30 minute after school detention 

Parent notification, ODR with 
60 minute office detention 

Parent conference and ISS, 
ODR 

DISRESPECT – RUDE 
BEHAVIOR THROUGH 

ACTIONS OR 
LANGUAGE 

Parent notification, ODR with 
30 minutes detention with 

instructor 

 Parent notification, ODR 
with 60 minutes detention 

with office 

Parent conference and ISS, 
ODR 

DRESS CODE  Parent notification, required to 
change clothes and missed class 

time will be made up after 
school, ODR 

Parent notification, required 
to change clothes and missed 
class time will be made up 
after school with 60 minutes 
in office detention, ODR 

Parents called and student will 
serve one day in ISS. 

INAPPROPRIATE 
LANGUAGE  

Parent notification, ODR with 
minimum of 30 minute after 

school detention 

Parent notification, ODR with 
minimum of 60 minute office 

detention 

Parent notification, ISS, ODR 

PHYSICAL FIGHTING  1 day in‐school suspension  3 days ISS  Law enforcement notified & 
possible OSS suspension 1 to 5 

days 

TARDY 

2nd hour and beyond. Starts 
over at quarter or semester 

Warning  Parent notification with 30 
minute detention 

Parent notification, ODR, 
Principal may enforce ISS or 
more severe disciplinary 

action. 

 
ODR = Office Discipline Referral 
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AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION (ASD) 
 
After school detention may be assigned as a consequence for inappropriate behavior. Students not 
staying for detention on the day(s) assigned may be suspended from school. Parents are responsible for 
providing transportation for student’s assigned detention. Detention will be for a minimum time of 30 
minutes.   
 
IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (ISS) 
 
The In-School Suspension Room is designed to accommodate, in the school, students who have violated 
the disciplinary policies of Ruppenthal Middle School to the extent that exclusion or suspension from 
regular classes and extracurricular activities is warranted. The In-School Suspension Room is designed 
for the handling of attendance problems, excessive tardiness, hall violations, classroom disruptions, and 
any other disruptive behavior. 
 
IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION ROOM RULES 
  

1. Student is to report to the office immediately upon arrival at RMS and await directions. 
2. Student is to immediately leave the school area at the close of the school day unless detention 

time has been previously assigned. 
3. No talking or other forms of communication are permitted between students who are in the In-

School Suspension Room. 
4. Students must work at all times on ISS Room-assigned packets or subject matter and will be 

given credit for work completed satisfactorily for his/her regular classes. Additional work may 
be assigned by the in-school suspension room teacher. 

5. Students will eat lunch in the In-School Suspension Room, either a hot lunch from the cafeteria or 
a lunch from home.  Cold lunches will be stored in the Office until lunchtime. 

6. Restroom breaks will be at times different from the rest of the student body. 
7. Students will not be allowed to participate in any extra-curricular activities such as athletics, 

music, parties, field trips, nor attend any school function held after 3:30 p.m. while assigned to 
the in-school suspension room. 

8. Students assigned to the In-School Suspension Room who cannot function according to the rules 
set forth may be placed on an "out-of school" suspension for the duration of their suspension or 
five days, whichever is longer in length. 

9. All suspensions will end at the end of 4th or 6th hours on the appropriate date. 
10. Assigned ISS time missed due to absences will be completed in the in-school suspension room 

upon the student's return. 
 
LOSS OF PRIVILEGES 
 
Includes denial of hall passes, attendance at assemblies, school activities, participation in athletics, going 
outside during lunch or before school, and may also include being restricted to an assigned seat at lunch 
or in class. 
 
LUNCH TIME DETENTION (LD) 
 
Lunch time detention may be assigned for inappropriate behavior. Students are assigned to a classroom 
during lunchtime and a hot lunch will be available from the cafeteria.  
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OUT OF SCHOOL SUSPENSION (OSS) 
 
OSS is the most drastic action taken by the principal. During suspension the student is not to be on school 
grounds or at school sponsored activities. Work completed during out of school suspension will count for 
no credit. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SUSPENSION OPTION 
 
In lieu of a student suspension, a parent/guardian may be given the option to attend, with his/her child, 
one full school day of classes.  Utilizing this option would fulfill the requirements of an in-school 
suspension. At the conclusion of this parent/guardian attendance day, a conference with an 
administrator, the parent/guardian, and student will be required.  

 
ELIGIBILITY POLICY 

 
To compete in inter-school competitions or to participate in other extracurricular activities, Ruppenthal 
Middle School's students must each maintain certain eligibility standards set by the Kansas State High 
School Activities Association. Because participation in extra-curricular activities is a privilege that incurs 
many hours outside of the regular school day, it is important that participating students be held 
accountable both academically and behaviorally. When students have reached ineligible status they are 
considered not in good standing with the school and therefore may not participate in any extra-curricular 
activities during the week of their ineligibility. In an attempt to consistently monitor all students, RMS 
has developed a weekly eligibility reporting system.  
 
Eligibility will be monitored weekly beginning on Monday morning at 9:00 a.m. and will continue for a 
period of one week (Monday to Monday). Each teacher will turn in a list of students receiving a ‘Near 
Failing’ (60-66%) or ‘Failing’ (below 60%) status by Monday morning at 9:00 a.m. Students receiving 
‘Failing’ (below 60%) grades for two consecutive weeks will not be allowed to participate in that week’s 
activities. Even though a student is on the ‘Near Failing’ status and is not considered ineligible it is in the 
best interest of the student to contact their teacher and begin working towards a positive grade. 
 
To monitor your child’s progress the faculty at RMS encourages all parents to check their child’s grades 
weekly using Power School at http://powerschool.usd407.org. 

 
END OF DAY  

 
School is dismissed at 3:30 p.m. If you ride a bus, go directly to your bus at the end of school. Only 
students under the direct supervision of a staff member should remain on school grounds after 3:30 p.m. 
If you are waiting for a parent, wait outside, or in the case of inclement weather, wait in the front 
entrance area of the building and remain orderly. Students are not to go down halls after 3:45 p.m. 
without the principal’s permission. 
 

HALL PASSES 
 
Students should go to the restrooms and their lockers during class breaks and should not ordinarily 
expect to be excused from class for these or other reasons. If you find it necessary to leave your assigned 
room you must have your agenda book signed from your teacher. This also includes all gym classes. If 
you need to see the nurse or go to the office you must go to class first and get a hall pass. 
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HALL TRAFFIC 
 
Proper behavior is expected at all times in the halls.  
 

1. Excessive hall traffic while classes are in session is disruptive to classes and for this reason should 
be kept to a minimum.  

2. Students who have a legitimate reason to go to another area during class will first secure a pass 
from the teacher in charge by signing their agenda book.  

3. Students should not push or crowd other students in halls or on stairs.  
4. Students are to keep the halls and lockers free from litter at all times. 
5. Students are to walk, not run, on the right-hand side of hallways and stairs. 
6. Loitering in the halls, restrooms, or other areas is not permitted.  
7. Students in an unassigned area without permission of a staff member are considered absent and 

truant.  
8. Leaving the school grounds without securing permission of an office staff member and signing 

out in the office is considered truancy. 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Learning is important and should continue after school hours. Homework should be viewed as a way of 
encouraging and extending learning. As a general rule 10 minutes of homework per grade level is 
encouraged, i.e. 6th grade = 60 minutes.  All work is due on the date assigned by the teacher. Acceptance 
of late work is at the teacher’s discretion. Teachers may deduct points for work turned in late. The 
student is responsible for initiating and completing all class work to be made up when you are absent. 
The deadline for make-up work shall be equal to and not exceeding the time missed. If the student is 
absent more than one day, the parent should call the school and request homework assignments for the 
days absent. Calls for homework can be received by the office at normal school hours and can be picked 
up from 3:30 – 4:00 p.m. Students are also encouraged to meet with the teacher any time after or before 
school to work on missed assignments or needed homework help. 
 

LIBRARY 
 
The media center is a vital part of Ruppenthal Middle School.  A well-balanced collection of fiction, non-
fiction, reference books, current and bound periodicals is available. Library personnel cooperate with 
both students and faculty in locating needed materials.  Most books may be checked out for two weeks 
and renewed for two more weeks.  Audiovisual materials, reference books and periodicals may be 
checked out for short periods of time, or for overnight use at the discretion of the librarian.  No fines are 
charged for overdue materials. Students will be responsible for lost or damaged books checked out to 
them. The media center is open from 8:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. daily.  Students are encouraged to use the 
media center for serious study and pleasure reading.  

 
LOCKER SEARCH  

 
Students should not keep anything in their locker, which would not bear inspection by the school 
administrators.  When there is reason to suspect that articles are being kept in lockers, which should not 
be in the possession of a student, or when there is need to search lockers for any other good reason, or to 
carry out routine locker inspection, such should be carried out with the student(s) being present.  This 
presence, however, shall not be considered a requisite to opening and examining a locker by the 
administration. 
 
Nothing, except property identified as belonging to the school, can or will be removed from a locker 
without the student being present at the time of the removal of the questionable article or articles. 
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LOST AND FOUND  
 
Each student should assume the responsibility of taking care of his/her own possessions.  Found articles 
are kept in the office until they are claimed.  The following suggestions are made to help prevent losses 
and to aid in the recovery of lost items: 
 

1. Place your name in or on all your books, trappers, purses, billfolds, wearing apparel, etc., so that 
such articles may be identified and returned when found. 

2. Do not bring unnecessary items to school. 
3. Take care of your books and other possessions.  Do not leave them in classrooms, in locker 

rooms, or in the hallway. 
4. Bring no more money to school than necessary. If you must bring a large sum of money, you may 

check it in the office for the day.  
5. Keep your locker combination a secret!!  IF OTHERS KNOW YOUR LOCKER COMBINATION, 

YOU WILL HAVE NO SAFE PLACE TO KEEP YOUR POSSESSIONS. 
6. If items such as purses, billfolds, glasses, rings, textbooks, or clothing are found, they should be 

brought to the office as soon as possible. 
7. If an item is lost, report it to the office immediately and check the office to see if it has been 

turned in. 
 

LUNCH PERIOD AND RULES 
 
Ruppenthal Middle School has a closed lunch period; each student must remain on the grounds for 
lunch, unless advance permission to leave has been granted by the building administration. Expectations 
for student behavior in the lunchroom are as follows: 
 

1. All school building rules remain in effect. 
2. Good table manners and courteous behavior are expected. Each student is responsible for 

cleaning up his/her own eating area, to appropriately dispose of trash, and to return his/her 
lunch tray. 

3. Students are expected to remain seated until directed by the lunchroom supervisor to line up to 
get their lunch or to go to recess. Students are not to leave the lunchroom without permission of 
a staff member.  

4. Food and straws are not to be taken out of the lunchroom unless approved by a staff member. 
5. Soda, bottles and gum are not allowed in the lunchroom. 
6. Lunch charges are permitted but must kept to a minimum. The office with the aid of the 

lunchroom staff will be sending parents notification of their child’s near zero balance. 
 

MEASUREMENT OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS (MAP) 
 

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) are state-aligned computerized reading and math tests that reflect 
the instructional level of each student and measure growth over time. MAP tests provide highly accurate 
results that can be used to: 
 

• Identify the skills and concepts individual students have learned. 
• Diagnose instructional needs. 
• Monitor academic growth over time. 
• Make data-driven decisions at the classroom, school, and district levels. 
• Place new students into appropriate instructional programs. 
• Evaluate programs. 
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MAP tests are adaptive, meaning that they dynamically adjust to each student’s performance level. 
Immediately after a student answers a test question on a computer, the program analyzes the student’s 
response and, based on how well the student has answered previous questions, and then selects a 
question of appropriate difficulty to display next. MAP tests measure academic growth over time, 
independent of grade level or age. Most importantly, the results educators receive have practical 
application to teaching and learning. 
 

MOTOR VEHICLES 
 
Students are discouraged from driving motor vehicles, including mopeds, to school. If vehicles are 
brought to school, they should be parked on the west side of the school and locked upon arrival. The 
vehicle is to remain parked until the student leaves school at the end of the day.  Any theft or damage to 
student-owned or driven vehicles will not be the responsibility of this school district.  Kansas driving 
rules and regulations will be enforced. 

 
MULTI-TIER SYSTEM OF SUPPORT – (MTSS) 

MTSS is a coherent continuum of evidence based, system‐wide practices to support a rapid response to 
academic and behavioral needs, with  frequent data‐based monitoring  for  instructional decision‐making 
to empower each student to achieve to high standards in Reading and Math. 

The main  goal  of MTSS  is  for  schools  to  use  their  resources  in ways  that  enables  every  child  to  be 
successful. This is accomplished by:  

• Being  prevention  oriented:  knowing  who  needs  support  as  early  as  possible  each  year  and 
putting those supports in place  

• Implementing evidence‐based interventions for all students and tailoring interventions based on 
student’s needs  

• Using progress monitoring data to know when to make a change in instruction 

MTSS BEHAVIOR 
 

The Multi‐tier System of Supports  (MTSS)  is a prevention‐focused approach  that  includes  three  tiers of 
increasingly  intensive  interventions  to  ensure  student  social  and  academic  success.  This  prevention‐
oriented  service model was adopted  from public health and  community mental health and applied  to 
educational settings.  
 
This whole school approach means that at Tier 1 or Primary Prevention, all students receive social and 
academic interventions that are intended to ensure student success. Data based, decision‐making systems 
are employed by school teams to provide ongoing progress monitoring and to intervene early with any 
academic and social difficulties a student may experience. Tier 2 or Secondary Prevention is intended to 
identify  and  support  students who  have  learning,  behavior,  or  life  histories  that  put  them  at  risk  of 
engaging in more serious problem behavior. Tier 3 or Tertiary Prevention focuses on individualized and 
intensive plans designed  for a  smaller number of  students who need more  support  than  interventions 
implemented at primary and secondary prevention levels.  
 
School‐wide planning  teams work  closely with  school  staff using  consensus‐based  strategies  to design 
interventions at each tier. 
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PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
 
For consideration of perfect attendance the student must be present at school every day from 8:00 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m. A student who receives perfect attendance for one school year will receive recognition at the 
spring all school assembly.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & CLASS PARTICIPATION 
 

Students are expected to participate in all physical education activities unless they have a written excuse 
from the school nurse or a licensed physician.  Students who are unable to participate in P.E. should bring 
their written excuse to the office and/or teacher(s). Special arrangements for short-term, limited 
participation may be requested by the parent but those requests should be made in person with the 
teacher(s). School issued T-shirts, shorts and appropriate shoes must also be worn while participating in 
physical activity. 
 

SCHOOL DANCES 
 
 Dances are generally held in the RMS cafeteria. Participation in school dances is open only to present 
RMS students and guests are not permitted. Students that are ineligible or are not in good standing with 
the school because of detentions or other disciplinary actions will not be permitted to attend the dance. 
The doors will remain open for 30 minutes after the scheduled starting time of the dance. Students must 
arrive during this time to be admitted. Any student leaving the dance before its conclusion will have their 
parent/guardian notified.  
 

SCHOOL NAME 
 
Ruppenthal Middle School was named in honor of Judge and Mrs. Jacob C. Ruppenthal, Jr.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Ruppenthal were teachers and board members in the Russell school systems.  Their concern for young 
people and, more especially for youth in their early teens, is the reason for this middle school being 
recognized in their honor. 

 
SCHOOL STRUCTURE 

 
Ruppenthal Middle School houses grades 6-8 from Russell and the surrounding communities.  
Approximately 190 students, 29 certified staff, and 14 classified staff members including cooks, 
custodians, paraprofessionals, and secretaries are directly associated with Ruppenthal Middle School.   

 
SIGNS/POSTERS 

 
All posters will have their origin through some activity being sponsored by a school organization. Signs 
and/or posters are not to be attached to walls or the outside of lockers without permission from the 
school administration.   

 
SNOWBALLS 

 
Snowballs are prohibited on the school grounds and near the vicinity of the school because of danger of 
personal injury.  Students caught throwing snowballs will be subject to disciplinary action. 
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STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Excessive displays of affection between students during school hours and in school buildings and on 
school grounds do not worthily represent the standards of Ruppenthal Middle School and the district.  
 
Forms of affection which include embracing, kissing, and/or arms around one another are not acceptable 
forms of affection.   
 

• Those students who violate this policy will receive a warning to not engage in such behavior. 
• If a second violation should occur, then the parents of those students involved may be called in 

for a conference. 
• Should a third offense occur, the persons involved will be subject to suspension for defiance of 

building policy. 
 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
 
Students who are sent to the office by a substitute teacher for disciplinary problems can expect more 
severe consequences than if they were sent by their regular classroom teacher.  This includes taking 
advantage of a substitute’s lack of knowledge regarding regular school and classroom procedures. 
Disciplinary action, including detention, or suspension may be administered by school authorities. 
 

TELEPHONE 
 
A student telephone is located in the entry way outside the main office for use before and after school for 
school related purposes. During the school day a telephone in the office may be used by students with the 
permission of the office personnel and accompanied with a hall pass. Students will not be able to call for 
forgotten items, homework, notes, or to make arrangements for after school activities during the school 
day. The office phones are not for student use except in emergencies. The office personnel will handle 
incoming calls for students, and students will not be called from classes to take calls unless it is an 
emergency. Arrangements for after school should be made prior to coming to school. 
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PARENT and STUDENT SIGNATURE FORM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ (Student’s Name) ____________________ (Grade) 
(Please Print) 
 
 
 
I am the parent/guardian of the above named child and, by my signature, I acknowledge that I have 
received notice of requirements of the Ruppenthal Middle School Handbook and have read and reviewed 
all of the items mentioned above with my child. By signing this Statement of Receipt, I do not waive or 
abdicate but do expressly reserve, any rights protected by the constitutions of the United States or the 
state of Kansas. I further understand that I have the right to express disagreement with the school’s or 
school division’s policies or decisions. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________ (Parent) _____________________ (Date) 
(Signature) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AGREEMENT BY THE STUDENT 
(2011 - 2012) 

 
I have read the Ruppenthal Middle School Handbook and agree to abide by the rules and regulations 
stated in them as well as all other expectations of good behavior and attendance. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________ (Student) _____________________ (Date) 
(Signature) 
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RUSSELL HIGH SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

565 State Street 
Russell, KS  67665 

 
 Phone: 785-483-5631 
 Toll Free: 877-750-8091  
 Fax: 785-483-5636 
 

 
  

SCHOOL SONG 
 

"Stand Up and Cheer" 
 

Stand up and Cheer, 
Cheer Loud and long for dear old Russell 

For today we raise 
The Red and Blue above all others. 
The sturdy band now is fighting 

And we are sure to win this game. 
We've got the vim, 
We're going to win, 

For this is dear old Russell's day! 
Rah!  Rah!  Rah! 

ALMA MATER 
  

In the hallowed halls of Russell, 
Shines a brilliant ray 

Marching forward, ever onward 
Broncos lead the way, 

Ever faithful and triumphant 
Down the shining aisles 

Hail to thee our Alma Mater! 
Hail to Russell High! 

 
SCHOOL COLORS 

 
Cardinal Red and Royal Blue 
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RHS SCHOOL MAP 
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WEB SITES 
 
Russell High School  ................................................................................  www.usd407.org/usd407/russell high  
Unified School District 407  .........................................................................................................  www.usd407.org  
 

RUSSELL HIGH SCHOOL STAFF 2011 - 2012 
 

OFFICE 
 
Mr. Larry Bernard, Principal  ...............................................................................................  lbernard@usd407.org 
Ms. Marcie Berens, Office Secretary ....................................................................................  mberens@usd407.org 
Mrs. Mary Boxberger, Principal Secretary  ..................................................................  mboxberger@usd407.org  
Mr. Mark Paul, Activities Director ..........................................................................................  mpaul@usd407.org 
Mr. David Zachman, Guidance Counselor  ..................................................................  dazachman@usd407.org 
 

CERTIFIED 
 
Mr. Bradley Banker  ......................................................................................................................................  Business 
Mr. Patrick Barney   ...........................................................................................................  German/Anthropology 
Mrs. Christina Bourland  ..........................................................................................  Speech/Language Therapist 
Mr. Nick Coady  ..........................................................................................................................................  Librarian 
Mrs. Renetta Dawson  ..............................................................................................................  Instrumental Music 
Mrs. Jessie Deines  .......................................................................................................................  Special Education 
Mr. Richard Dorzweiler  ...............................................................................................................................  Spanish 
Mr. Wyatt Frohling  .....................................................................................................  Physical Education/Health 
Mrs. Linda Hohman  ..........................................................................  Debate/Language Arts/Gifted Education 
Miss Christine Hollen .................................................................................................................  Special Education 
Mr. Steve Kaufman  ........................................................................................................................................  Science 
Mr. David King  ..............................................................................................................................................  Science 
Miss Nancy Lane .................................................................................................................................  Social Studies 
Mr. Chris Look  ........................................................................................................................................... Industrial 
Mrs. Andrea Moreland  ........................................................................................................................................  Art 
Mrs. Denise Parr  ..........................................................................................................................................  Business 
Mrs. Frieda Penrod  ..............................................................................................................................  Mathematics  
Mrs. Kim Pfanenstiel  ..................................................................................................................  Special Education 
Mr. Daniel Rheingans  .........................................................................................................................  Social Studies 
Mr. Eli Schmidt  ...........................................................................................................  Physical Education/Health 
Mrs. Cheryl Seirer  ...............................................................................................................  Social Studies/English  
Mr. Roger Sells  .............................................................................................................................  Tech Lab/Woods 
Ms. Cecilia Shumaker  .........................................................................................  Special Education/Adaptive PE 
Mr. Mark Spears  ...................................................................................................................................  Mathematics 
Mr. Jed Strnad  ....................................................................................................................  Vocational Agriculture 
Mr. Alex Underwood  ...........................................................................................................................  Vocal Music 
Mrs. Jane Wagner .....................................................................................................................  English/Journalism 
Mr. Scott Whitesides .......................................................................................................................................  Science 
Mrs. Mandy Windholz  ........................................................................................................................  Mathematics 
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CLASS, CLUB, AND ORGANIZATION SPONSORS 
 
 
Senior Class  ..................................................................................................................................  Mandy Windholz   
Junior Class  .....................................................................................................................................  Scott Whitesides  
Sophomore Class  ..................................................................................................................................  Brad Banker      
Freshman Class  ......................................................................................................................................  Denise Parr 
Musical  ..........................................................................................................................................  Alex Underwood 
Debate ....................................................................................................................................................................  TBA  
Drama  ............................................................................................................................................  Alex Underwood 
Explorers  .........................................................................................................................................  David Zachman 
FFA  ............................................................................................................................................................. Jed Strnad 
Forensics ..............................................................................................................................................  Haley Kriebel 
Key Club  .............................................................................................................................................  Larry Bernard 
Letterman's Club  ....................................................................................................................................  Denise Parr 
National Honor Society ....................................................................................................................  Linda Hohman 
Newspaper  ............................................................................................................................................  Jane Wagner 
SADD  ................................................................................................................................................. Stephanie Cross 
Scholar’s Bowl  .......................................................................................................................................  Blaine Maier 
Science Olympiad  ............................................................................................................................  Steve Kaufman 
Student Council  .................................................................................................................................  Marcie Berens 
Yearbook  ...............................................................................................................................................  Jane Wagner 
  
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 
Any student that is caught cheating on any school assignment will receive a failing grade for that 
assignment.  The teacher may inform parents/guardian, counselor and administrators of anyone 
cheating.  Further incidents of cheating in the same class or different classes or in the same year or 
different years can result in suspension or long-term expulsion. 

 
ADULT AUTHORITY 

 
Adults at Russell High School have the authority to warn and correct students anywhere in the building, 
on the school grounds, or at school-sponsored functions.  Students are expected to show respect and 
cooperation to teachers who are dealing with problem situations. 

 
ANIMALS AND PLANTS IN SCHOOL 

 
Persons bringing animals and/or plants to school must receive prior permission from the supervising 
teacher and/or building principal. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
School announcements carry important messages concerning school schedules, activities, and functions.  
Any student wishing to have an announcement read must have a faculty member or administrator sign it 
and deliver it to the office by 10:00 a.m. and will be read at 12:14 p.m. Announcements must pertain to 
school business, and announcements by outside organizations are screened by the administration.   
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BEHAVIOR 
 
The privilege to attend Russell High School carries with it the obligation of maintaining acceptable 
behavior.  School officials assume students are in school by choice and recognize their privilege to attend 
as long as they abide by the rules and regulations of the school.  Each student is responsible for his/her 
own actions, and should find satisfaction in attaining the standards, which are expected of him/her.  
Rules, based on the principle of consideration for others, should also be of value to him/her as he 
formulates standards of conduct in his/her own personal life. 
 
BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 
 
It is impossible to list all of the behaviors, which are considered appropriate or inappropriate by students. 
Depending on the level of infraction, detentions or out-of school suspension (OSS) may be assigned for 
violations. 
   

1. Respect property and personal rights of others (students, teacher, or adults in the building). 
2. Being an upperclassman simply means that you are older than someone else.  It does not give 

you the right to abuse underclassmen, to expect them to treat you as an authority figure, or to 
expect them to do special favors for you.  Abuse of under classmen will not be tolerated. 

3. Fighting will not be tolerated. 
4. The principal will have the final say in the punishment for the above violations. 

 
BREATHALYZER/NEURODYSFUNCTION EYE TEST 

 
A Breathalyzer and/or Neurodysfunction Eye Test (N.E.T.S.) can be utilized at various school related 
activities, both on and off campus.  If indicators exist that a student is under the influence of chemical 
substance, notification of appropriate authorities and disciplinary measures will occur.  Students refusing 
to take the test will also be subject to suspension. All students and their guests attending school dances 
will be subject to a breathalyzer test prior to entry of the dance. Students refusing to take a breathalyzer 
prior to the entry of a dance will not be permitted to enter. 
 

CLASS LOAD 
 
Students at Russell High School are required to be enrolled on a full time basis.  This means that students 
must be enrolled in seven (7) high school classes.  Exceptions to this policy may be fifth year seniors who 
only need one or two classes to graduate or students who are not able to attend a full day of classes for 
medical reasons.   

 
CLASSROOM SUSPENSION 

 
Students suspended from a classroom will follow the below listed plan at the time of the classroom 
infraction:  This record of procedure will be kept on a class-by-class basis for a time period throughout 
the year. 
 
First Time:  Serve detention in the office for the remainder of the class of suspension. 
Second Time: Detention in the office for the remainder of the class of suspension and a 45 minute 

detention.  
Third Time: Suspension from school for the remainder of the day of the class suspension 
Fourth Time: One (1) day out-of-school suspension (inclusive of current day suspension) 
Fifth Time: Two (2) days out-of-school suspension (inclusive of current day suspension) 
Sixth Time: Three (3) days out-of-school suspension (inclusive of current day suspension) 
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Seventh Time: Will bring about a conference with the student and the parent with the principal.  
Direction based upon the meeting outcome will be taken. 

 
Note:  The student may make contact to parent or legal guardian during each infraction, depending on 
the infraction. 
 

COLLEGE CREDIT IN HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Eligible students may enroll for college credit while completing high school requirements.  Enrollment in 
college courses requires the approval of the counselor and the administrator, and the student must meet 
the college's admittance requirements.  Courses taken for college credit will not replace high school 
courses needed for graduation except with the advanced approval of the principal and/or counselor. 
 

COLLEGE VISITATION 
 
Seniors and Juniors may arrange with the counselor to visit colleges or vocational schools during the 
year.  The visitation will be arranged and approved by the counselor.  Parents must approve any such 
visit.  Visits shall be limited to two (2) days per senior and one (1) day per junior. Additional days must 
be approved by the principal.  College visitation must be taken prior to the end of April.  
 

CREDIT RECOVERY COURSES 
 
Credit recovery course work may be counted toward graduation if the course is not offered in the regular 
RHS curriculum or if the course is being taken to make up for a previous failure.  The cost of credit 
recovery courses taken for the purpose of making up failures must be assumed by the student needing 
the courses.  These courses must be approved by the counselor and/or principal prior to the student 
enrolling in the course. 

 
CREDIT 

 
One-half credit is awarded for successful completion of one semester of class work.   
 

CREDIT FOR GRADUATION 
 
A student at Russell High School may not take classes at another school district for the purpose of 
obtaining credit towards graduation unless permission is obtained from the principal. All requests must 
be obtained in advance and will only be approved if the class is required to enable the student to 
maintain their graduation schedule. 
 

DROPPING A CLASS 
 
Under normal conditions, a student dropping a class voluntarily will be permitted to do so if the 
following conditions or understandings are follows: 
 

1. Permission from entry class teacher or at the beginning of a semester grading period.  
2. Available space in a class.  
3. No partial credit of less than one semester (1/2 unit) will be granted.  
4. After five (5) school days, a class may not be dropped until the semester.  
5. The  high  school  principal  reserves  the right  to  deviate  from the above procedure  when  he 

determines that it  is in the best  interest of the school and/or the student. 
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DRUG DOGS AND SEARCHES 
 
As has been the practice in the past, RHS will be bringing drug dogs into the high school building at 
different times throughout the course of the school year.  The dogs will also work the parking lots since 
they are located on school property. 

 
EARLY GRADUATION 

 
Students planning to graduate early must file a “Request to Graduate Early,” which involves careful 
scrutiny by the student, parents, counselor, and principal.  This must be completed by the start of the 
semester prior to intended graduation.  No student shall be allowed to graduate prior to the completion 
of the seventh semester of high school.  Students who are approved for early graduation may participate 
in graduation ceremonies but are not eligible for second semester activities, events, and or scholarship 
applications/awards, top ten recognition, salutatorian or valedictorian awards at graduation.  In short, 
when a student graduates in December, they have officially ended their high school career.  
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 
Russell High School possesses the requirements to be classified as a member of the Kansas State High 
School Activities Association.  This means that in state sponsored activities RHS competes with schools of 
similar size in academic competitions, athletics, and other inter-school competitions. 
 
Russell High School is also a member of the North Central Activities Association, a league composed of 
North Central Kansas schools. To compete in inter-school competitions or to participate in other 
extracurricular activities, Russell High School's students must each maintain certain eligibility standards 
set by the Kansas State High School Activities Association, North Central Activities Association, the 
Unified School District No. 407 Board of Education, and Russell High School. 
 
The following eligibility requirements apply to all RHS students for extra-curricular competition. 
 

1. Good standing: Students not considered to be in good standing (as determined by the building 
principal or his representative) are not eligible.  

2. Daily attendance eligibility:  Students must be checked into class by the start of 3rd period to be 
eligible to participate in school sponsored activities, unless prior arrangements have been made 
with the principal.  School sponsored events are considered attendance at school. 

3. Weekly eligibility: Students must be enrolled in at least 8 subjects of unit weight and have no 
more than one failing grade (F). Weekly grade eligibility will be determined on every Monday.  If 
a student does not meet grade requirements, he/she will have until the following Monday to 
meet the grade requirements. (The student will be on probation.)  If, on the following Monday, 
minimum grade requirements are not met, the student becomes ineligible to participate on a 
week-by-week basis.  The student will become eligible when his/her grades meet the 
requirements on the next weekly grade check.    

4. Semester eligibility:  A student must have passed five (5) courses the previous semester. A 
student who is ineligible based on semester grades cannot regain eligibility during the following 
semester.  

 
In addition to the requirements already listed, the athletes competing for Russell High School must also 
meet the following requirements: 
 

1. Each athlete shall have passed an adequate physical examination given by a physician and have 
the written consent of the parents or legal guardians before they will be allowed to participate in 
any practice or competition. 
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2. A student is limited to eight (8) semesters of eligibility in grades nine through twelve.  If a 
student does not participate or is ineligible due to transfer, scholarship, etc., the semester(s) 
during that period shall be counted toward the total number of semesters possible. 

3. Students may not be nineteen (19) years of age on or before September 1 of the school year in 
which they compete. 

4. Students may not engage in outside competition in the same sport during a season in which they 
are representing their school. 

5. Students may not participate in training sessions or tryouts held by colleges or other outside 
agencies or organizations in the same sport while a member of a school athletic team. 

6. Students are not eligible for more than four seasons in one sport in a four-year high school. 
7. Students may not compete under a false name or for money or merchandise of intrinsic value. 
8. The use of undue influence by any person to secure or retain a student shall create ineligibility. 
9. Students may not join any fraternity or other organization prohibited by law or by the rules of the 

KSHSAA. 
 

FEES 
 
Students at Russell High School are charged a textbook rental fee, a $10.00 student council fee, and a 
$10.00 class fee.  Charges will be assessed for damage to books checked out to the students.  Some classes 
will also cost students extra because of projects, which the students build in class. 

 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

 
Russell High School will accept one student from each exchange program each year.  A maximum of four 
exchange students will be accepted annually.  Only students who plan to stay both semesters of the 
school year will be accepted.  Students will be enrolled as 10th graders. Exchange students will not be 
allowed to graduate or participate in graduation ceremonies.  

 
GRADE REPORTING 

 
Russell High School will post individual student grade performances on the internet via the school web 
site link of Power School.  Russell High School will not send home hard copies of these grade 
performances unless a parent submits in writing a request to the counselor.  Parents and students are 
encouraged to check this website link for grade information and student performance status. 
 

HOME-SCHOOLED STUDENTS 
 

Home-schooled students are permitted to enroll at RHS as part-time students. Part-time students enrolled 
in classes that involve Kansas State High School Activities Association (KSHSAA) events must meet 
KSHSAA regulations. Part-time students who want to participate in extra-curricular events must meet 
KSHSAA regulations. 
 

INDEPENDENT STUDY GRADES 
 
RHS students with an IEP or administrative approval may enroll in a correspondence class as an 
independent study (IS) class.  Students will not be granted an IS seminar to make up for failed course 
work. 
 
Students enrolled in semester or .5 credit courses will be given quarterly grades by the counselor based 
on the average scores of finished tests and assignments.  The final grade provided by the correspondence 
school will be the semester grade. 
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Full year or 1.0 credit courses will be given quarterly grades and first semester grades by the counselor 
based on the average scores of finished tests and assignments.  The final grade provided by the 
correspondence school will be the semester grade. 

 
IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (ISS) 

 
Depending on the infraction, students may participate in practice while they are serving in-school 
suspension times.  Students will not participate in game settings during the time of in-school suspension 
times. Students will be allowed to submit all work for credit. 

 
LANGUAGE 

 
At school and at school sponsored activities, students are expected to use language that is not offensive to 
others.  Profanity directed at a teacher or other adults will result in OSS.  Profanity used in the building 
not directed at a teacher will result in detention or levels of ISS or OSS. 

 
LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS 

 
Students leaving school grounds during school hours must get approval from the office and check out of 
the office prior to leaving.  When the student(s) return, reporting back to the office must be completed 
before returning to class. Failure to comply will result in a two-day in-school suspension with the first 
infraction. Other infractions will result in two-day out-of-school suspension for each infraction. 
 

OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (OSS) 
 
Students serving out-of-school suspension cannot participate in any school activities during their 
suspension time.  Students will be allowed to submit all work for credit. 
 

PARKING 
 
Students are allowed to drive their vehicles to school and to park in the school parking lots without 
charge.  Students in violations of these policies are subject to suspension of parking privileges on school 
property.  Students who drive their vehicles to school need to be aware of the following rules: 
 

1. No cars shall be parked on State Street (the street in front of the high school) at any time. 
2. Freshmen, sophomores and juniors will park their vehicle in the west parking lot.  Seniors will 

park their vehicles in the southeast parking lot. 
3. No student's car is to be parked in the circular drive in front of the high school or in the parking 

stalls east of the gymnasium. 
4. The school does not assume any responsibility for any damage done to the individually owned 

vehicles in the parking lot or shop areas. 
5. Students who fail to abide by the rules governing parking on school property will lose the 

privilege of using the school's parking facilities. 
6. Vehicles illegally or improperly parked on school property are subject to tow away at the owner’s 

expense and students will be subject to loss of parking privileges.  
7. All vehicles parked on school property are subject to search by the school administration at any 

time. 
8. All student vehicles parked on school property must display a current RHS sticker provided by 

the school. This will be located in the front window in the lower left side. 
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9. Drivers of vehicles parked on school grounds, when in operation, if they display excessive speed 
and inappropriate driving, will lose parking privileges.   

 
THE PONY EXPRESS 

 
The Russell High School newspaper, The Pony Express, will be distributed quarterly during the school 
year.  The newspaper is written and edited by students of the Journalism class.  Students must be juniors 
or seniors. 

 
POSTER REGULATIONS 

 
All posters will have their origin through some activity being sponsored by a school organization.  
Posters are not to be hung on lockers.  
 

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION (PDA) 
 
The display of affection between and among human beings is normal and healthy.  Public display of 
affection, however, must be tempered with some modesty.  Russell High School is a public place so 
please limit your display of affection for each other to holding hands while in the building or on the 
grounds.  No hugging, kissing or other passionate displays of affection are allowed.  Students not in 
compliance with these procedures will receive detention or OSS. 
 

THE ROUNDUP  
 
The RHS yearbook, The Roundup, is published by the journalism class under the supervision of the 
journalism instructor.  The editor, business manager, and assistants are selected at the beginning of the 
school year. Students have the opportunity to take Journalism as a school subject. 

 
SCHOOL DANCES 

 
Participation in school dances is open only to present high school students and their guests.  All students 
and their guests will be subject to a breathalyzer test prior to the entry of the dance.  Students refusing to 
take a breathalyzer prior to the entry of a dance will not be permitted to enter.  Students and their guests 
are subject to the breathalyzer test at any time during the dance sponsors deem necessary.  The doors will 
remain open for a designated period of time (usually 30 minutes) after the scheduled starting time of the 
dance.  School dances will end at 11:30 p.m. and the Junior-Senior Prom dance will end at 11:00 p.m. No 
student may leave the dance and return.  Guests at dances must have prior approval through the office.  
Students wishing to bring a guest must obtain a guest request form.  The guest request form must be 
filled out, signed by the student's parents, and returned to the office no later than 3:30 p.m. on the day of 
the function.  If the dance is scheduled on a weekend, the request must be brought to the office by 3:30 
the day prior to the dance.  Any Russell High School student attending a dance must be in compliance 
with the RHS Eligibility Policy. Guests attending the dance must be a graduate of RHS, graduate of 
another high school, or currently attending another high school.  Learning Centers of any type, accredited 
or not, are not accepted as proof of enrollment in a facility.  No junior high or elementary students will be 
allowed to attend high school dances.   Students must be in good standing and not on the ineligible list in 
order to attend the dance. The final decision will be made by the principal and or athletic director. 

 
SEMESTER TEST POLICY 

 
All teachers will be giving semester tests to the students enrolled in their respective classes.  Semester 
tests will be given at the end of the semester during a time period set by the principal and teachers.  In 
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order for the student to obtain credit for the semester in a class, the student must complete the semester 
test for that class (providing they are scheduled to take the semester test).  If a student fails to take a 
scheduled semester test they will lose credit for that class.  Students tardy to a semester test will be 
allowed to take the test and receive credit for the semester. 
 
Students may be exempt from these tests if the student has met the following criteria: 
 

1. Students with an A average in the class and 5 days or less absent in the class in the semester. 
2. Students with a B average in the class and 4 days or less absent in the class in the semester. 
3. Students with a C average in the class and 3 days or less absent in the class in the semester. 
4. Students with a D average in the class and 2 days or less absent in the class in the semester. 
5. Students with Perfect attendance in the class in the semester. 

 
Notes: 
 

1. Students will be allowed 5 single session absences in seminar each semester. With the 6th 
absence/or unexcused tardy during seminar, students will be required to take all semester tests. 

2. Students exempt from semester tests do not have to attend school during the time the semester 
test is given. 

3. An absence is an absence and will be recorded as such.  When a parent excuses a student to 
attend a funeral, that absence will not be calculated in the attendance formula. 

4. A student absent from a class to do OSS will be counted as absent when figuring calculations for 
semester tests, ISS will not be counted. 

5. School related absences do not count against students when figuring calculations for semester 
tests. 

6. A student with five (5) or more unexcused tardies in a certain class will take semester tests for 
that certain class. 

7. Students must be present at least 30 minutes for each class in order to be counted present. 
 

SENIOR GRADUATION GOWNS 
 
The Board of Education purchases graduation gowns for the district's candidates for graduation.  Seniors 
are measured for graduation caps and gowns at school, and the commercial company, which is selected 
to provide the attire, delivers them to school approximately a week prior to Commencement. 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
 
The Student Council consists of members elected as representatives from each of the four classes.  The 
president, vice-president, secretary-treasurer, and elections commissioner are elected at a student election 
near the close of the school term and assume office at the beginning of the next school term. 
 
Representatives are elected by their class at the end of the school year. The purposes of the Student 
Council are: to create better understanding and cooperation between students and faculty, to further 
good sportsmanship, and to promote the general welfare of the school.  The STUCO sponsors various 
projects throughout the school year.  The Student Council will hold a regular meeting every week.  A 
cabinet meeting will be held every week.  The time and date will be determined each year at the 
beginning of the school year.  A ten dollar ($10.00) Student Council fee is charged to each student upon 
enrollment at Russell High School. 
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TARDY POLICY 
 
A record of the student’s tardies will accumulate for as long as the class meets. Students will make up the 
assigned tardy times at the time the teacher indicates. When a student is sent to the office for failure to 
make up detention time, that time will be doubled. Failure to make up tardy time in the office will 
constitute one day OSS. 

 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCE 

 
Students with an unexcused absence will be allowed to make up the work for full credit.  The time frame 
for the work to be submitted to the teacher will be set by the teacher and or principal. 
 

 
 

 
 
 




